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FIVE YEAKS OF PROGRESS '

As we enter & new year, the Fire &ervice of Chautauqua County 1s
thankful for the blessing of progress and all tl.e good that has come
of real hard work through the spirit of cooperasion. Few, if any,
organizations as large as our Fire Service can .ooint to so many great
achievements which have been fostered by men for mankind without re-
gard to compensation er reward. It's Democracy in action, and we are
proud to be a member.

Five short years ago this month a small gfoup of uen were plan-
ning a new comnunications system and aglready a dozen Fire Departments
had expressed their faith by purchasing mobile radios. Selling was
tough; raising money even tougher, but at the @nd of six months our
first call card listed 24 radio equipped vehicles. That first voice
over the air, "Can you hear me?! opened up & Ngw era of firefighting.

About this same time, the State Bureau of Fire offered us a new
training program. The first classes were sellguts and some had to be
turned away; men who were anxious to progress themselves. For the
first time paid and volunteer forces learned together and each came
to respect the other. Progress over traditicn has been gained and
now all tie the knot the same. '

Five new Departuments have organized in these spnort years to
offer better protection to their neighbors. Stimulated growth never
| common where lack of leadership persists, 1is evident here and repre-
sents a foreward trend so like the Fire Service.

putual Aid of the preplanned, orderly veriety was born five
years back., Hours of planning, days of planning, running charts and
trial and error built the best plan going. Icw fsubscribed to" by
all our brothers, be they large or small. Progress toward a unified
S;rvice resulting in rate reductions, local benefits and help in time
of need.

lie could bring back more memories, but wowrldd this be progress?
No, let us try to improve a little more in 1¢H% &nd the four years
that follow so that when we reach another milepost in public protec-
tion we can pause a morent and reflect; nItm sgoud to be a member of
the Chautauqua County Fire Service'.

HURRICAN HAZEL COSTLY TO BELL

The dependability - or lack of it - of the: telephone as an in-
strument of fire service communications is ind®cated by the following
data taken from "Industrial Communications" of Cctober £5, 1854,

"The biggest communications restoration jab in years - mending
the effects of HurricaneHazel along the East Cwast - was substantial-
1y completed Vednesday, October £0, five days mfter the storm had
entered the U.S. mainland. For the Bell Systed alone, the ¢5,500,000
damage raised the total for the three hurricznes since August to
$17,500,000. The 491,000 telephones affected boosted the toll from
the three storms to about 1,119,000 Dell telephones."

A BONUS - With this issue of THi BOOSTER LINE you will find an ap-
paratus inventory which, we hope, will supply information oftentimes
requested by our readers. Perhaps this too w3ll clarify the County
Numbering system, and it should be noted that the apparatus nuwber
corresponds with the radio call. Please call our attention to errors.
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USE YOUR BREATH, MAN

It's getting so that the "smoke eater" hardly deceives anybody.
Evidence of this showed in the cynical comment of a citizen who re-
cently watched members of a local fire department attack a small, but
smoky fire in a residence. A number of the fire fighters had entered
the bullding without their gas pasks, only to return to thelr appara-
tus, choking from smoke inhalation. The citizen's comment went some-
thing like this: "Lookit them! They got masks on the truck and they
don't use them! Whatta bunclh of actorslt

To avoid such public resction in the future the fire service has
two courses of action. Either all masks should be stored where the
public cannot see them; or else all fire fighters sl.ould have the
musks ready for gquick use and wear them whenever they enter a build-
ing involved by fire,

Remember, breathing apparatus helps rescue efforts, guards the
1ives of firemen, cuts down fire losses and minimizes water damage.
(nly with proper breathing equipment can the origin of many fires be
located early enough to prevent their spread to conflagration propor-
tions,

BALLS OF SWQW SAVE CAY

There's more than one way to save a cat. Uhen Rochester firemen
fziled in their attempts to rescue a cat risking its neck on the ice
in the Genesee River, Battalion Chief Cobb thought a moment, then or-
dered his men to line up on the shore and fire snowballs at the stub-
bern animal.

A few well-aimed shots sent the animal scurrying to the opposite
bank and safety.

NETWORK NEWS

OQur Radio Technician advises that he is now checking the frecuen—
cies and modulation of ell mobile and base station radios; a job that
is required by the Federal Communications Commission every six months.
On his rounds, Dick will make finul tests of the selective call sta-
tion house receivers and hook then up permanently in the presence of
5 Chief Officer. If you have any questions about the selective
signalling set up or your mobile units, now's the time to ask Dick.

The interest demonstrated in learning how to better operate your
radio network is a bit discouraging. Only 17 Departments requested
that Radio Procedure Schools be held at their headguarters. We can
all do better and some mobile operators really need training badly.
trite or call Don Sales if you wash to have a school for your men.

gugar Grove F.D. has purchased two mobile radios for their new
Engine 631. One unit will be fixed on our freguencies, and the other
will transmit and receive on 33.98; the Warren County Fire Fkadio fre-
guency. This arrangement will permit relay of messages from any
point in Chautauqua County to the Warren County Fire Control Center
or visa versa. bngine 631 will be the first apparatus to be equipped
with two radios in this area.

Vie thank all of the Sheriff's Department personnel for giving of
their time and efforts in acting as our dispatchers on the network,
and we appreciate the many times Dunkirk, Fredonia, Jamestown and
Lakewood firemen have assisted with relaying messages through their
base stations.



CHAUTAUQUA

FIRST AND SECOND BATTALIONS

COUNTY FIRE SERVICE RADIO CCMMUNICATION SYSTEM

BASE STATIONS CALL
46.10 Megacycles —_— — 46.22 Megacycles
s o TESIE COUNTY CONTROL CENTER. .. ... KEB-909 P,
ire Department........... KED-653
Fredonia Fire Department. ......... KEC-505
Silver Creek Fire Department ....... KEE-472
MOBILE RADIOS CALL MOBILE RADIOS CALL MOBILE RADIOS CALL
County Coordinator ..........M72 |DUNKIRK ......... (Chiet) Car2 |MAPLE SPRINGS ...... Engine 21
Security Coordinator .......... M73 Engine 121 M 26
Training Coordinator ......... M 75 Engine 122 | MAYVILLE ............ Engine 27
Communications Coordinator . M 76 Engine 123 Engine 28
Equipment Coordinator ....... M77 Engine 124 |PORTLAND ............Engine 210
Radio Technician ........... Car 70 Truck 121 |RIPLEY .....................M24
Fire Commissioner .......... Car 74 M 122 |SHERIDAN ............. Engine 19
Member Advisory Board ....Car 100 |EAST DUNKIRK ....... Engine 117 Tanker 12
BROCTON .............. Engine 211 |FINDLEY LAKE ... .. .... Tanker 24 |SHERMAN ............. Engine 25
Engine 212 |FORESTVILLE ......... Engine 17 |SILVER CREEK ....... .. Engine 13
CASSADAGA ........... Engine 113 |FREDONIA ....... (Chief) Car 51 Engine 14
CHAUTAUQUA .......... Engine 213* (Chief) Car 52 Engine 15
Engine 214 Enginz 10 |SINCLAIRVILLE ... ... . . Engine 114
Engine 215 Engine 11 |STOCEKTON ............Enginelll
CHERRY CREEK .........Engine 110 Engine 12 |WESTFIELD ... .. .. . .Engine 220
DEWITTVILLE ........... Engine 24 M 12 Truck 21
M23 |IRVING ................ Engine 16 M 22
*Denotes Walkie-Talkie When Radio
be used call Cocna:!nf: { Codes:

Codes:
*10-4” Acknowledgment or O.K.

"10-7 Out of Service (radio off or unattended)
*10-8” In Service (radio on or apparatus in use)

Center by phone

Mayville 5-13

1 (collect)

(over)

THIRD AND FOURTH BATTALIONS

“C-10" First Baitalion Coordinator
“C-20” Second Batialion Coordinator
"“C-30" Third Battalion Coordinator
“C-40" Fourth Battalion Coordinator

COUNTY CONTROL CENTER....... KEB-909
Falconer Fire Department .......... KEE-401
Jamestown Fire Department. .. ... ... KEC-503
Lakewood Fire Department......... EED-818
MOBILE RADIOS CALL MOBILE RADIOS CALL MOBILE RADIOS B_AL_L
County Coordinator ............ M72 |ELLINGTON .... .. .Engine 412 (Civil Defense Director) M 321
Security Coordinator .......... M73 |FALCONER ............Engine42 (Civil Defense) M 322*
Training Coordinator .......... M75 M 41 (Civil Defense Control Center) M 323
Communications Coordinator .. M76 |FLUVANNA ... .. ... ... Engine 48 [KENNEDY .......... .Engine 44
Equipment Coordinator ........ M 77 Engine 49* Engine 413
Radio Technician ............ Car 70 Tanker 42 |KIANTONE ........... Engine 31
Member Advisory Board ...... Car 100 [ FREWSBURG . .Engine 41 Tanker 32
ASHVILLE ........... (Chief) Car 55 Engine 414 | LAKEWOOD ..Engine 38
Engine 311 |GERRY ...... .. Tanker 41 Engine 39
Engine 312 M 45 Hose 32
BEMUS POINT ........... Enginhz jéﬂ JAMESTOWN ... .. (Chief) Carl Rescue 31
. Engine 1 (Boat) Rescue 32
BUSTI ..ovvcvnnninninnnns Sogus 37 Engine2 |pANAMA .............Engine 35
anker 31 Engme 3 E 5 36
M 35 Engine 4 ngine
CELORON ............... Engine 33 Engine5 |SUGAR GROVE ....... Engine 631
Engine 34 Truck 1 Tanker 631
CLYMER ................. Engine 313 Truck 2 M B3




CHAUTAUQUA

FIRST AND SECOND BATTALIONS

COUNTY FIRE SERVICE RADIO COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

BASE STATIONS CALL
;i:: fn?ﬁ:;:f: COUNTY CONTROL CENTER....... KEB-909 e rmyclea
Dunkirk Fire Department........... KED-653
Frodonia Fire Department ......... KEC-505
Silver Creek Fire Department ....... EKEE-472
MOBILE RADIOS CALL MOBILE RADIOS CALL MOBILE RADIOS CALL
County Coordinator ..........M72 DUNKIRK ......... (Chiet) Car2 |MAPLE SPRINGS ...... Engine 21
Security Coordinator ... ....... M73 Engine 121 M 26
Training Coordinator . ........ M 75 Engine 122 |MAYVILLE .............Engine 27
Communications Coordinator . .M 76 Engine 123 Engine 28
Equipment Coordinator ....... M 77 Engine 124 |PORTLAND ............Engine 210
Radio Technician ...........Car70 Truck 121 |{RIPLEY .....................M24
Fire Commissioner .......... Car 74 M 122 |SHERIDAN ....... ...... Engine 19
Member Advisory Board ....Car 100 |EAST DUNKIRK ........ Engine 117 Tanker 12
BROCTON . Engine 211 |FINDLEY LAKE ........ Tanker24 |SHERMAN 5 8 e s e DAGINSAS
Engine 212 |FORESTVILLE ......... Engine 17 |SILVER CREEK ........ .Engine 13
CASSADAGA ... Engine 113 |FREDONIA ....... (Chief) Car 5l Engine 14
CHAUTAUQUA ..........Engine 213" (Chief) Car 52 Enginals
Engine 214 Engine 10 |SINCLAIRVILLE ... ..... Engine 114
Engine 215 Engine 11 |STOCKTON ............ Engine 111
CHERRY CREEK ......... Engine 110 Enginz 12 |WESTFIELD ....... ....Engine 220
DEWITTVILLE ........... Engine 24 M 12 Truck 21
M23 |IRVING ................Enginel6 M 22
*Denctes Walkie-Talkie When Radio cannot Codes:

Codes:
“10-4” Acknowledgment or O.E.

“10.7" Out of Service (radio off or unattended)
“10-8” In Service (radio on or apparatus in use)

be used call Control
Center by phone
Mayville 5-131 (collect)

(over)

THIRD AND FOURTH BATTALIONS

“(C-10" First Battalion Coordinator
“C-20" Second Battalion Coordinator
“C-30" Third Battalion Coordinator
“C-40" Fourth Battalion Coordinator

COUNTY CONTROL CENTER....... KEB-908
Falconer Fire Department .......... KEE-401
Jamestown Fire Department......... KEC-503
Lakewood Fire Department......... EKED-818
MOBILE RADIOS CALL MOBILE RADIOS % w %
County Coordinator . .......... M72 |ELLINGTON .. .. . .Engine 412 (Civil Defense Director) M 321
Security Coordinator ..........M 73 |\FALCONER ............ Engine 42 (Civil Defense) M 322*
Training Coordinator ......... .M75 M 41 (Civil Defense Control Center) M 323
Communications Coordinator .. .M76 [FLUVANNA ........... .Engine 48 |KENNEDY .......... .Engine 44
Equipment Coordinator ....... M77 Engine 48* Engine 413
Radio Technician ............ Car 70 Tanker 42 |KIANTONE . .Engine 31
Member Advisory Board . .. ... Car 100 | FREWSBURG .......... Engine 41 Tanker 32
ASHVILLE ........... (Chiet) Car 55 Engine 414 |LAKEWOOD ..........Engine 38
Engine 311 |GERRY ................Tanker4l Engine 39
Engine 312 M 45 Hose 32
BEMUS POINT : .Enc_;'ml\;eI ::150 JAMESTOWN ...... (Chief) Carl Rescue 31
) Engine ! {Boat) Rescue 32
BUSTI...............A....'lli‘lngmefi'? Engfnez PANAMA ............ Engine35
anker 31 Engine 3 Engine 36
M 35 Engine 4 a5 e
CELORON ............... Engine 33 Eagief |20 eAB GROVE . oo e Engine 631
Engine 24 Truck 1 Tanker 631
CLYMER ................. Engine 313 Truck 2 Me31*




CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY FIRE SERVICE RADIO COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

FIRST AND SECOND BATTALIONS

46.10 Megacycles
Base and Mobile

BASE STAVIONS SAiL 46.22 Megacycles
COUNTY CONTROL CENTER... .. .. KEB-909 . Mobiley
Dunkirk Fire Department........... EED-653

Fredonia Fire Department ......... KEC-505

Silver Creek Fire Department ....... KEE-472

MOBILE RADIDS CALL MOBILE RADIOS gﬁ MOBILE RADIOS CALL
County Coordinator .......... M72 |DUNKIRK ......... (Chiet) Car2 |MAPLE SPRINGS ...... Engine 21
Security Coordinator ..........M73 Engine 121 M 26
Training Coordinator .........M75 Engine 122 /MAYVILLE ............. Engine 27
Communications Coordinator . .M 76 Engine 123 Engine 28
Equipment Coordinater .......M77 Engine 124 |PORTLAND ............Engine 210
Radio Technician ........... Car 70 Truck 121 ([RIPLEY .....................M24
Fire Commissioner .......... Car 74 M 122 |SHERIDAN ............ .Enginel9
Member Advisory Board ....Car100 [EAST DUNKIRK ........ Engine 117 Tanker 12
BROCTON ..Engine 211 |FINDLEY LAKE ......... Tanker 24 |SHERMAN .............Engine25

Engine 212 |FORESTVILLE .......... Engine 17 |SILVER CREEK .........Engine 13
CASSADAGA . .Engine 113 |FREDONIA ....... . (Chief) Car 51 Engine 14
CHAUTAUQUA .......... Engine 213* (Chief) Car 52 Engine 15

Engine 214 Engine 10 |SINCLAIRVILLE ........ Engine 114

Engine 215 Engine 11 |STOCEKTON ............ Engine 111
CHERRY CREEK ......... Engine 110 Engine 12 |WESTFIELD ............Engine 220
DEWITTVILLE ........... Engine 24 M12 Truck 21

M23 |IRVING ............... Engine 16 M 22
*Denotes Walkie-Talkie When Radio connot
' be used call Control q.odes" 1 i ;

Codes: C-10" First Baitalion Coordinator
"10-4" Acknowledgment or O.K. Center by phone wc 99 §econd Battalion Coordinator
“10-7" Out of Service (radio off or unattended) Mayville 5-131 (collect) ~c.30" Third Battalion Coordinator

*10-2” In Service (radio on or apparatus in use) (over) " Fourth Battalion Coordinator
THIRD AND FOURTH BATTALIONS
COUNTY CONTROL CENTER....... KEB-909
Falconer Fire Department .......... KEE-401
Jamestown Fire Department. ........ EEC-503
Lakewood Fire Department......... EKED-818
MOBILE RADIOS GALL | MOBILE RADIOS CALL | MOBILE RADIOS CALL
County Coordinator ............ M72 |ELLINGTON .... .. .Engine 412 (Civil Defense Director) M 321
Security Coordinator ..........M73 (FALCONER ............Engine 42 (Civil Defense) M 322*
Training Coordinator ..........M75 M 41 (Civil Defense Control Center) M 323
Communications Coordinator .. . M76 |FLUVANNA ............Engine48 [KENNEDY .......... .Engine 44
Equipment Coordinator ....... M77 Engine 49* Engine 413
Radio Technician ............ Car 70 Tanker 42 |EKIANTONE ........... Engine 31
Member Advisory Board ......Car 100 [ FREWSBURG .......... Engine 41 Tanker 32
ASHVILLE ........... (Chief) Car 55 Engine 414 | LAKEWOOD .......... Engine 38
Engine 311 |GERRY ................Tanker 4l Engine 39
Engine 312 M 45 Hose 32
BEMUS POINT ........... Enginl";aI 2:130 JAMESTOWN ...... (Chief) Carl Rescue 31
_ Engine 1 (Boat) Rescue 32
BUSTL .........covn ... Engine 37 Engine2 |pANAMA ............ .Engine?35
Tanker 31 Engme 3 Eiiei 36
M35 Engine 4 i
CELORON ............... Engine 33 Engine5 |SOGAR GROVE ....... Engine 631
Engine 34 Teuclk 1 Tanker 631
CLYMER ................. Engine 313 Truck 2 Meal®
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THIRD YAl OF PULLICALTION

In keeping with policy, il Lousint. LINE begins its third year
of publication in a different wotif. Ve hope this new buff color
will appeal to you and afford a touch of variety to spice your iife,

when on February 1, 1953 our first issue hit the "stunds", your
acclaim was most gratif'ying. Today we appreciate our readers! con-
tinued support and enthusiasm, and we will always welcome your Sug-
gestions oOr commente.,

Should you uesire more or less copies or Know someone vho would
1ike to 'subscribe" to THi EQUSTLE LINz, please pass the word on to
any Coordiaator or member of the Advisory Eoard.

1 CONE IH THE Wb

Tirdley Lake firemen recently elected George zracley as Chiel o
epacstment. Georpe served in a siwilar capacity during 19560, anc ~2
Jreh the nov Crhief & successzful and fire safe yeer.

District Forestz», %, L. Krueger of tne wew Yor. Stete Couservea-
cion Department has rrccivew a promotion and will rove to LEwls

County this wonti., o will ell miss nznk', and his leaving can onl
he considered as a grwiél sereonal loss to the local ~ire tervice., .
have enjoyed v.orking wiin you, Hank, and best of Iulg 31, YOUr new oo

Baymond L. killew a3 een elected Chuef of the iuewood Fire
Department follow.ny + e pecgignation of ialph J. Ioaetspn. 1o you,
Ray, our congratuiationg and best wishes for a low loss year,

From Albany comes word that Thomas W.. ILyean, formerly Director of
the Division of tafety, has been appointed to a pocition ou the ttzte
Senate. The Goverunor heas sclected ur. i.ichael H. Preandergeast as the
new Directvor of Safety; top boss of the State Fureau of Fire.

PILD 20LICL BrLiS

At the 1ecent Fire Police tchools, Lt. George srnold promised tTn
look up information on safety belts. According te Lt. Arnold, such
belts may be purchased from the Hope hebbing Co., Providence 1, Fhod
Island. fhey are kanown as 'lLite-Glo iraffic Belts", Pattern lo.
50026, and the price is ¢4, for the 12 foot belt and (5.00 for the
15 foot belt,

e sugrest that you contact the Lieutenant at tine Jamestown Po-
lice Department should you wish more specific information.

CHAKWEL CHALYLE

211 mobile radio operators are czutioned not to transwit within
hearing range of the station house receivers to prevent nfeed back"h,
a high pitched howl. It way be necessary to drive the apparatus out
of doors when using a wobile radio so that your transmission will no”
czrry through the receiver and feed back into your microphoune. Ch.e’
Officers are requested to advise thelr uen of this possibility es T~
Nispatchers at wayville can not receive your message above the hovl.

Ladio Proceaure Etchools ccheduled for February are as followe:
tuesday the lst at Irving, “hursday the 10th @t busti, Tuesduay the
15th at Cherry Creek, ¥riday the &5th at frocton and Wednesday the
16th at Kiantone. 4Also a school will Dbe held at I'rewsburg on iednes-
day the 9th. hkeguests for jnstruction are still being handled by Dor
sales; Tel. lip, Lakewood 6-95ls
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AROUND THL COUNTY

Willis R. Wilson of Westfield, our board Cheirman, has been se-
lected by the Executive Committee of the Fireumen's Association of the
State of New York to serve on the Eoard of firustees of the Fircmen's
Heme on the hudson, Bill Wilson is a past president of the fouth-
western Association of Volunteer Firemen which endorsed his candidacy
and a former Chief of the llestfield Fire Department.

The County Fire Control Center reports that there were 81 fire
and public emergency cealls during the month of December. £even of
these alarms reguired kutual Aid. The above figures inclua2 the two
cities and incicate a reduction in the number of emergencies handled
by the Fire Service the previous month,

Dewittville f'iremen have elected Delbert Latto as their new
Chief succeeding Kenneth Arnold. Ve understand that +“Red" hes given
up the radio in Car 54 for installation in the new Engine 24. Uthre
new Chevrolet pumper is one of the finest in the County and a tribute
to the many hours of work by the local firemen.

LIVINGETON COUNTY KADIO COLPLETE

Radio communications for the Fire Service in Livingston County,
New York, is now a reality efter four years of planning and work by
the County Fire Advisory Beoard, the County Fire Coordinator, Gil W,

 Jenkine, and the Eoard of Supervisors.

At the present tiwme there are £5 mobile two-way redio units in
the County, at least one in every Fire Departizent. Each Department
is also eguipped with a radio receiver and & selective calling unit
so that the Fire Control Center in the Sheriff's 0ffice at Geneseo
can sound any one or all alarms via radio.

The Control Center base station for the network is mannred 24
hours a day and has the call letters KeD-602. Total cost of the new
radio set up is (32,000.00 of which the Federal governnent paid about
half as part of the Civil Defense matching fund progran.

FIEEFIGHTING ON THE THRUWAY

First and Second Battalion Fire Departuents will be interecsted
in knowing that the Thruway is con:zicdered a part of the communities
through which it runs and therefore is construed by law to be the re-
sponsibility of that locality as far as fire protection is concerned.
However, since the leocal Department way not have access to the high-
way, Thruway euthorities will advise the County Fire Control Center
of all fire calls so that the Departuents nearcst the interchanges
may be dispatched to the scene,

As to the question of firemen entering the interchanges in
private automobiles, Thruway representatives say they will be admit-
ted on the strength of their fireman's badge when a ctate of eumergen-
cy exists.

Fire apparatus on the Thruway will be permitted to wmake a U-turn
over the center mall and into the opposite lane of traffic. TFull re-
sponsibility for apparatus on the Thruway lies with the community in
which it is operating, as the calling community, under Section 209 of
the General kunicipal Law,

Firemen working on the super highway are fully covered for in-
Juries under the provisions of the Goneral wunicipal Law.
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STOP AND THINK IT OVER

- Did you ever  stop and think, especlally about some of our purposes
and plans? We have in mind af this particular time - Civil Defense.

How many of us have made it our business to find out the basic plans
and reasons for Civil Defense?

‘ Did you know that in New York State, Civil Defense is the top pri-
ority emergency service; the clearing house for all emergency services,
particularly in case of -attack? Civil Defense is the only organization
through which matching funds may be secured, and it is the only organ-
ization charged with the overall protectlon ‘of 1life and property during
an attack or State directed emergency. C.D. 1is also one of the most
important Mutual Aid connections for the Fire Service.

We could go on and list many more facts, but we would rather leave
it to each individual to think over what has been mentioned and hope
that every citizen will make himself available for some service in
Civil Defense.

Every member of a family has a place.in Civil Defense that will
not interfere too much with a normszl way of life. Look around at our
accomplishments in the Fire Cervice; all made possible through the co-
operation of volunteer work; and then remember, Civil Defense has 19
separate divisions of which our Fire Service is only one. To do the
proper job at the proper time, all of these divisions must be as well
yorganized as the Fire Service. Failure of orne may break the entire
chain.

: It's your safety as an individual that's involved so it's your
responsibility to see that each of these C.D. div151ons function., Stop
and think it over! ' What will your family do when you are called out

on fire duty? - e

INSTRUCTOBS BECLIVE TRAINING AIDS

With Fire Training Schools beginning next month, it is of interest
to note that the Advisory Board utilizing monies approprlated by the
Supervisors has purchased training aids for our Instructors. The most
recent acquisition is a 16mm. movie projector with screen for use with
the State Fire Bureau films. o

Instructors Walter Burr and Clarence Spute also have been supplied
with the following aids; a complete self-contained Chemox breathing
mask, a dry powder extingulsher, a set of double male and double female
adaptors (chrome plated), a hose clamp, and a 121" x 18' salvage cover,

NEWS BRIEFS AND COMMENT

To date 228 firemen have attended the Radio Procedure Schools, and
requests for auditional schools are still coming in as well as initial
requests. About thirty Departments are now signed up, and scheduled
for March are schools at: Falconer on Thursday the 10th and Fredonia on
Wednesday the 16th.

Falconer firemen have received the license for their new base sta-
tion. The call letters are KEE-40l1., Richard Lathrop was recently made
Chief of the Falconer Fire Department. -Congratulations "Dick"!

We enclose with this issue of THE BOOSTER LINE a true story which
we hope you will enjoy; "Race With Flaming Death" is a historical gem
and truly a part of our herjtage. A few extra copies are available to
our readers upon reguest through the County Fire Coordinator.
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FREWSBURG FIREMAN INJURED

All of us are familiar with the tragedy that occurred on the even-
ing of January 31 when Fireman Paul Dudgeon was critically injured in
line of duty. It was only a chimney fire, and the Frewsburg Department
was returning to headquarters when Fireman I':dgeon lost control of his
car on a slippery country road. Although regrettable, the accident has
g?e faint glimmer of hope and thanksgiving - the County Self Insuren.e

an.

It is of interest to trace the compensation procedure in this in-
stance because of the nature of the accident and skepticism of scre in
~r County Plan. Chief Johnson facilitated matters by appearing :n
2-:son at the office of Slone Melhuish & Co.; agent for the County; to
oy operly f£ill out the compensation forms.

The seriousness of Fireman Dudgeon's injuries indicated that cov-
erege under the provisions cf Section 205 of the General Municipal Law
wouwld he limited so immediate steps were taken to provide full coverage
wirough statutory provisions of Workman's Compensation. To date all
rmcdical expenses including hospital, doctors fees, private nurses and a
specialist from Erie, Pa. have been paid by the County.

Ten days after the accident Fireman Dudgeon received his first
compensation pay in the amount of §72.00 for the twc week period begin-
ning January 31. Henceforth he will receive $36.00 weekly; the maximum
'permitted by law.

It is reassuring to know that our Self Insurance Plan does work
and work rapidly, thanks to Mr, balcolm Moore's efficient managing. At
this time Paul Dudgeon has had to remain in Jamestown's W.C.A. Hospital
for well over a month. We hope and pray that Paul will recover and we
trust in our Insurance Plan to carry us through financial burdens.

ADVISORY BOARD APPOINTED AND ELECTIONS HELD

Chairman Hall K. Clothier, Board of Supervisors, has appointed the
following members to serve during this year on the Fire Advisory Board:
Supervisor Robert E. Helgren from Jamestown, Superviser Stanley Loomis
from North Harmony, Supervisor Walter J. Peterson from Gerry, Super-
visor Emmett Eckman from Busti, Supervisor Richard Evans from Ellery,
Willis R. Wilson of Westfield, John Washington of Cassadaga, George V.
Blackstone of Lakewood, John Sommers of Mayville, Thomas Bretz of Rip-
ley, Chief Richard F. Lathrop of Falconer, Chief Charles R. Dorman of
Jamestown, Sheriff Charles C. McCloskey, Jr. of Mayville, Supervisor
Robert Tanner of Sinclairville, Commissioner Ivan I, Velzy of Silver
Creek, Chief Arthur Howles of Clymer, Chief Lloyd Johnson of Frewsburg,
Chief Irvin B. Bowen of Ashville, Chief Vernon Crandall of Kennedy,
Walter Gloor of Fredonia, Merle Ferguson of Brocton, Edward Bulman of
Celoron, Samuel Lord of Fluvanna, Rolland A. Taft of Kiantone, and H.
W. Wollaman of Sheridan., Raymond H. Hughes was reappeointed Coordinator.

At the February meeting of the Advisory Beoard the lollowing were
elected to office: Willis R. Wilson, Chairman for the fifth consecutive
|year; John Washington, First Vice Chairman; George V. Blackstone; Sec-
ond Vice Chairman; Thomas Bretz, Recording Secretary; and Rolland A.
Taft, Corresponding Secretary.

DON'T FORGET! Fire Schools are scheduled to begin at Westfield on April
4th, at Fredonia on April 3rd, at Ashville on April €6th, and at Falcoun-
er on April 7th.
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SUGGESTED LINE OFFICERS STANDARDS

Since the end of World War II, marked improvements have been made
in fire fighting equipment, and the metheods and techniques of fire con-
trol have become highly specialized. Great strides have been taken in
the field of fire education, and practically every fire department in
our nation is engaged in some program of fireman education and training.

The State Bureau of Fire offers us excellent opportunity each year
in the Basic, Intermediate and Advanced training courses. Now for the
first time graduate training is available in a new course titled Bingle
Company Operations. All this and more to come will be of little value
to us unless we practice what we learn in our own headquarters as well
as use the acquired skills in everyday fire fighting.

In spite of our oppeortunities and many improvements, one phase of
the Fire Service has not kept pace. Some departments still have un-
trained, poorly prepared and inexperienced line officers. Many men are
elevated to officer rank in terms of popularity or personal appeal
rather than on the basis of fitness.

We suggest that to be eligible for nomination, officer candidates
should meet the following requilrements:

CHIEF: .

1. Must be a graduate of the Basic, Intermediate and Advanced

courses of the New York State Fire Training Progran.

2. Must be a resident taxpayer of the area served by the depart-

ment and at least 30 years of age.

3. Must have a fire alarm record of answering 100 or more calls.

4, Must have been an active fireman for 5 or more years.

5. Must have served one year or more as a junior line officer.
ASSISTANT CHIEF:

1. Must be a graduate of the Basic, Intermediate and Advanced

courses of the New York State Fire Training Program.

2. Must have a fire alarm record of answering 65 or more calls.

3. Must have been an active fireman for at least 4 years.

4, Must have served one year or more as a Jjunior line officer.
CAPTAIN OR LIEUTENANT:

1. Must be a graduate of the Basic, Intermediate and Advanced

courses of the New York State Fire Training Program.

2. Must have a fire alarm record of answering 35 or more calls.

3. Must have been an active fireman for at least 3 years.

A FEW ITENS OF INTEREST

The Security Coordinator reports that there are currently 332 Fire
Policemen in the County Fire Service.

Kiantone 's new Tanker 32 and Frewsburg's new Engine 414 now have
moblle radios installed. County network totals 92. mobile units in op-
eration; the second largest system in New York State.

Chester Burroughs has been elected Chief of the Mayville Fire De-
partment. We often hear Chet on the radio as he is a full time employ-
ee at the Control Center usually working one of the night treks.

All selective call, station house recelvers are now hooked up and
working, When calling the Control Center for Mutual Aid, be specific
in what you want and where you want it.

Firemen holding State Fire Training Certificates may enrell in the
Single Company Operations course at Gerry on April 1st or at Kiantone
on April 5th.
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FIRE SERVICE ACTIVE IN 154

An alarm report recently released by Communications Coordinator
John Gollnitz reveals considerable Fire Service activity during 1954,
The data is compiled from alarm records at the Control Center and in-
cludes both cities., leost fire and public emergency calls appear to eoc-
cur during the Summer months with the heaviest toll during the month of
April due to grass fires,

In the table below, Fire Alarms include all actual runs made to
extinguish fires. Non-Fire Emergencies include all runs made by the
Fire Service teo assist the public such as resuscitator calls, drowning
or rescue calls, searching for missing persons, highway accidents, etc,
Requests for Mutual Aid may be for Fire or Non-Fire Emergencies and
indicates the number of times more than one Fire Department responded
to a given emergency.

FIRE NON-FIRE REQUESTS FOR
MONTH ALARNS EMERGENCIES MUTUAL AID

A January 57 44 14
L February 71 20 12
A March 84 16 LB
R April 151 28 10
M May 104 31 9
June 133 <9 25

R July 110 o7 L2
E August 85 30 5
P September 64 2L 10
0 October 93 4Q 21
R November 61l ol 11
T December 68 26 7
Total 1081 354 151

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y., - A chatty farm wife was indicted here by a grand
Jury that accused her of willfully refusing to surrender a party line
for a fire alarm. Mrs, Mary Kayes, 42, has denied any interference
last Jan. 21 when Fire VWarden Donald Townsend tried to break into her
long distance conversation to report a fire on his own property.

Townsend claimed Mrs. Kayes chattered on blithely for 15 minutes
despite his plea for her to get off the line. He finally drove 10
miles to get to another telephone line., Ileanwhile, his barn burned at
a loss of $2,500,

This Dutchess County indictment will provide the first test of a
new law that makes it a misdemeanor to refuse to yield a party line for
an emergency call. The law was fostered by the Gerry Fire Department.

SPRING CLEAN-UP TIME

Soon many Fire Departments will be launching their Spring Clean-Up
campaigns. These yearly drives will be made most effective through in-
spection of mercantile establishments and other occupancies.

The National Fire Protection Association again this year has pre-
pared some attractive posters and stickers to emphasize these Clean-Up
activities, There is also a "Fire Chief's Packet" of newspaper and
radio releases available. VWhy not write to the N.F.P.A. Publications
Department, 60 Batterymarch Street, Boston 10, Massachusetts,
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CCMMUNICATIONS JEOPARDIZED

It has come to our attention that some unidentified transmitting
unit frequently comes "on the air" without apparent cause and for sev-
eral minutes at irregular times. Attempts have been made by those mon-
itoring the network to identify the unknown interference but no reply
has besen secured or evidence uncovered,

The transmissions furnish little or no modulation, and at one time
only a slight background noise was audible. Signal strength is consid-
erable although it has not been measured accurately and would jeopard-
ize all radio communications, particularly the selective call tones.

A recent bulletin from the State Bureau of Fire calls attention to
the fact that Oswego County has experienced similar interference, but
we are not sure of possible relationship at this time.

All base station and mobile radieo operators are requested to make
note and record the time of any unidentified transmissions in which a
carrier is on but no voice or distinguishing noise can be heard. Such
information should immediately be given to the Control Center where a
complete survey will be kept. If the interference persists, the F.C.C.
will be asked to investigate.

NEW APPARATUS IN SEERVICE :

The Kennedy Fire Department has placed in service a new 3/4 ton
panel truck fully equipped for emergency work. The unit carries resus-
/eitation equipment as well as floodlights and other related tools for
fire or non-fire emergencies. County Humber cf the new truck is i-47.

Chautauqua firemen are the proud possessors of a new 1500 gallon
tanker which was constructed on a converted White school bus chassis.
The tanker has a six man enclosed cab, and its County Number will be
Tanker 25. ; :

Findley Lake Engine 216 will soon be replaced with a new 500 g.p.m.
pumper being built by Young Fire Equipment Co. of Buffalo. The largest
Chevrolet chassis is being used, and the booster tank has a capacity of
500 gallons, The present Engine 216 is nineteen years old.

MEASURE YOUR HOSE

We are quite concerned over the apparent lack of integrity among
some of the leading manufacturers of fire hose. The other day we hap-
pened to see some new 25" hose unrolled and the fifty foot lengths were
lying side by side. Much to our amazement there was as much as three
feet difference in the length of a section; several being only about 48
feet long.

In a thousand feet of fire hose this shortage in measure adds up
to a considerable amount, and the average Fire Department may be "out"
several sections for which they paid a premium price. Further invest-
igation of hose in other Departments reveals similar shortage, and we
recommend that you measure your hose.

RADIO TROUBLE CARDS

) Each Chief Officer will receive a postal card upon which he may
advise Dick Lovejoy of any repairs needed for a base station, mobile
radio or station house receiver., If immediate repair is necessary, de
not use the postal card but call the Control Center who, in turn, will
notify Dick. A new trouble card will be issued after each repair job.
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NEWS AND VIEWS AROUND THE COUNTY

.. . New radio call cards have been distributed to all Chief Officers,
and if by chance you did not receive your cards or if you want more,
please contact your Battalion Coordinator. Two base stations and five
mobile radios have been added to the network.

;  We welcome station KEE-472 owned and operated by the Silver Creek
Fire Department to our ever growing radio communications system. This
new transmitter emits 60 watts of radio freguency power and will be of
great value to all Departments in the Town of Hanover.

The Frewsburg Fire Department wishes to thank all members of the
Fire Service for their splendid cooperation in helping to raise money
for the Paul Dudgeon Fund. One thousand one hundred plus persons at-
tended the benefit party at Fluvanna and approximately twenty-five hun-
dred deollars were collected from proceeds of the party and through the
many generous donations. True Mutual Aid for a fellow fireman!

Bemus Point firemen have added a Metro International emergency
truck to their fine Department. The new rig is a fitting addition to
the recently completed and most spacious headquarters station. County
Number of the emergency truck is ui-46.

Plans and surveys are rapidly being completed for the bidding and
ultimate purchase of the Cassadaga Hill transmitter which will be oper-
 ated by micro-wave relay from the Control Center. Self-starting, fully
" automatic auxiliary generators will be installed to insure continuous
operation of the Fire Radio network; an obvious need from the experiencs
of several power failures from normal sources.

BOOK FOR RESUSCITATOR SQUADS

Thomas S. Ward, Superviseor of Fire Training, Department of Educa-
tion, 72l Capiteol Avenue, Sacramento, Cazlifornia, has announced publi-
cation of a new training text entitled "Emergency First Aid and Life
Saving for Resuscitator Squads," by Carl J. Kistle.

This 88 page mimeographed document is available from that office
at a cost of 40 cents per copy. It discusses methods of artificial
respiration, care and use of resuscitators and inhalators, poisons,
shock, diseases and physical ailments or injuries which resuscitator
squads are likely to encounter,

The text also suggests records and report forms and equipment
which would be useful to emergency squads. A must for every Department.

REPORTS ON FIRE TRAINING

According to the Training Coordinator, the Single Company Opera-
tions Course got off to a good start at Gerry on April 1lst with 18
firemen enrolled, and at Kiantone on April 5th with 17 participating.
Single Company Operations will be taught at Brocton beginning May 13th
and at Mayville on May 17th. All firemen holding State Fire Training
Certificates are eligible to attend the Single Company Operations
- schools,consisting of eighteen hours of instruction.

Intermediate training will begin at Westfield on May 16th, at Ash-
ville on NMay 18th, at Falconer on May 19th and at Fredonia on May 29th.

The first Basic training school for this year opened at Fredonia
on April 3rd with 22 firemen enrolled, and on the following day at
Westfield 15 registered for the same Course. At Ashville twenty-three
student firemen signed up for the Basic, while Falconer's beginning
class attracted 35 smoke-eaters.
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RADIO SCHOOLS IMPROVE COMMUNICATIONS

A decided improvement in fire communications has been noted ever
since the Radio Procedure Schools were started last January. To date,
thirty-five schools have been held with a total attendance of 512 fire-
men, or an average of 14.6 students per class.

The dispatchers at the Control Center, at Jamestown and at other
locations find that messages do not have to be repeated as often, and
that the average mobile operator speaks more distinctly, slowly and with
a great deal more confidence. Proper terminology has also improved.

The Advisory Board appreciates the fine cooperation demonstrated
by our firemen in making these schools so worth while and successful.
We wish to thank the ten velunteer instructors who devoted much time to
class preparations and actual teaching.

AIR RAID SIGNALS CHANGED

A recent order of the Federal Civil Defense Administration has
changed the procedures for air raid signals throughout the nation.
Henceforth, an "alert" will be given by a three to five minutes blast
of sirens, and a rising and falling tone or shert blasts for three min-
utes will be the signal "to take cover."

At the present time the "all clear! signal has been abandoned be-
cause of the uncertainty of the scope and direction of fallout radio
active particles resulting from blasts of atomic weapons.

Plans are now being formulated for Civil Defense test exercises to
be held June 15, 16 and 17 on a national basis. The County Fire Service
will participate in Control Center practice and other activities which
are to be announced by the County Coordinator acting as Deputy Director
of Civil Defense. Undoubtedly a test "alert" will take place Statewide.

FROM HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE f , :

The Jamestown Fire Department has placed in service a new 500 gpm.
Engine of their own design and construction, -An unusual feature is the
all welded stainless steel booster -tank having a capacity of 200 gals.
The new rig will be housed at the Newland Avenue statian as Engine 3.

All Chief Officers are requested to advise the Control Center as
soon as possible following an alarm of the type and extent of fire or
emergency to which they have responded. It is particularly important
to notify the Control Center if an injury or death occurs at the scene.
Details are not necessary; only a brief description of the situaticn is
required. Such information will be used for insuraince purposes.

The enclosed Chief Officers list has been revised to date, and we
hope near accuracy has been achieved. If any errors have been commit-
ted, please contact your Battalion Coordinator.

We regret learning of the fatal accident near Wattsburg, Pa. on
April 7th when Fireman Richard Hubbel was crushed to death when the
Wattsburg Tanker overturned responding to an alarm of fire. Let us be
ever cautious, observe the 40 m.p.h. speed limit and remember that it
is better to get the apparatus to the scene than try to save a2 minute.

‘ Mayville firemen will soon have in service a new 1000 gallon tanker
which is being built by the Pennsylvania Furnace and Iron Co. in Warren.

An International Model 162 chassis is being used, and the unit will be

designated as Tanker 26. Engine 29 has been dismantled and sold.

An Ounce of Prevention is Worth a Ton of Ashes!
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TO KEEP IN MIND

Having recently attended the 15th annual Western Safety Conference
at Buffalo, Coordinator Gollnitz brings back this important information
to keep in mind about the danger of high tension wires and TV antennas,

Most guy wires for TV antennas have a 600 pound tensile strength,
but the corrosive action of fumes from a chimney may cause such wires
to deteriorate to a possible 10 pound strength. Thus it does not take
much wind to snap a guy wire.

If high tension wires run adjacent to an antenna and the antenna
should lean or fall against the wires, a fire or possible explosion may
occur. It is likely that this condition will cause the circuit break-
ers to operate at a sub-station, but the breakers will normally reset
causing a resumption of current flowing through the building affected.

Firemen may be called to extinguish a fire in an occupancy where
the above circumstances prevail, and extreme caution must be exercised.
Any personal contact with the bullding may cause severe shock, and the
power should be shut off before fire fighting operations begin.

A Fort Wayne, Indiana fireman's life was recently saved because a
demonstration of the above circumstances was made Jjust prior to a call
involving a TV antenna leaning against a high tension wire.

GOVERNOR SIGNS EMERGENCY BILL
Civil Defense forces may now be called out to assist in such natu-
/ ral disasters as fires, floods and severe storms under a new State law.
The measure, signed by Governor Harriman, provides that clty or county
Civil Defense forces shall be regarded as reserve disaster units to be
activated by a mayor or sheriff when such responsible public official
is convinced that the regular resources are insufficient to cope with
the disaster.
The law also provides that the Governor can call out all or any
part of the State Civil Defense personnel to help a county, city, town
or village. Signing of the bill took place on May 4th.

TRAIN DERAILMENT PROVES FIRE RADIO SYSTEL

The Rensselaer County Fire Radio Communication System had its
first major disaster test on April 2nd at the scene of the New York
Central train derailment near Casleton, N.Y. According to County Coor-
dinator J. J. Leary, Jr., the radio system allowed many volunteers to
participate in rescue work and much emergency equipment was moved very
quickly to the scene.

Local officials praised the work of the Fire Police in assisting
State Police and Sheriff's Department personnel in keeping spectators
away from the scene and in keeping the roads open for emergency vehic-
les between Albany and Castleton to move the injured to the hospitals.

BELL APPOINTED COOCRDINATOR

Norman H. Bell of Sheridan has been appointed Deputy Coordinator
of the First Battalion. "Norm" is a past president of the County Vol-
unteer Firemen's Association and is currently an officer in the Sheri-
dan Fire Department. We welcome Norm to this important position.

DON'T FORGET to reset your station house receiver after your alarm has
been activated by the Control Center.
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C.D. SCATTER DRILLS PROVE SUCCLESSFUL

Another unique activity to keep the Fire Obervice always prepared
has been developed by the County Coordinator and his staff in coopera-
tion with the local Departments. Known as "scatter drills", the object
of such training is to teach firemen how to protect themselves and their
apparatus from enemy air attack, particularly during convoy movements.

Instruction is given on the proper manner to camouflage apparatus
from aerial observation, and personnel are trained to take effective
cover for maximum protection. The use of tarpaulins and natural foliage
"'is emphasized for concealing apparatus. Bright chrome, warning lights
and other distinguishing features of fire equipment are given special
consideration during the drills, and deployment is practiced.

During one phase of the first "scatter drill", held on lay 16th, a
local newspaper photographer drove past a five company convoy in broad
daylight and didn't see a single unit or fireman. This incident alone
proves the effectivness of proper cover.

Before the year is out it is planned to give each Department an
opportunity to participate in at least one Civil Defense scatter drill.

JAYESTOWN PROMOTES HOSE POOLS

Although discussed for some time by the Advisory Board, the idea
of establishing reserve hose pools has been greatly stimulated by Chief
Jorman who recently donated 500 feet of 2% inch hose for general Fire
Service use.

Tentative plans call for the set up of hose pools in the northern
and scuthern areas of the County at locations, not only convenient, but
where hose can be given proper care and storage. Fcllowing a fire, any
Department not having a hose reload for their apparatus may borrow from
a pool until their own hose is dry or repaired. Pool hose can also be
used during conflagrations or a local water shortage.

If Departments using 2% inch hose are able or willing to contrib-
ute one or two lengths of hose, each pool will have from 1,000 to 1,200
feet; an average reload. Thread adaptors will be provided by the Coun-
ty when necessary. Donations will be gratefully accepted by your Coor-
dinator, and pool locations will be announced later in this paper.

CROP DRYERS A FIRE HAZARD

gince the season for cutting and storing hay is at hand, it is
well to note that the commercial manufacture of heated air crop dryers
with fan installations is a relatively new undertaking on the faru but
is one labor saving device meeting wide acclaim and quite generally in-
stalled in this area.

Extensive experience with heated air crop driers indicates that
the fire hazard is extremely great with improperly or carelessly con-
structed devices. In all cases, it is recommended that such crop dry-
ers be used outside of main buildings and never on a dry barn floor, in
a granary or in a storage building. '

- Chief Officers wishing more information on crop dryers should ob-
‘tain Pamphlet No. 93, titled "Standards for Dehydrators and Driersm,
from the National Fire Protection Association, 60 Batterymarch Street,
Boston 10, Mass. at 35¢ per copy.

Knowledge and Good Equipment result in Better Fire Fighting
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MARTYN SUGGESTS TOOL INVENTOCPY

In the past we have published various suggestions, and now from
Assistant Chief Martyvn of tlie Jamestown Fire Department comes an idea
well worth considering. He writes:

"Modern fire fighting methods call for a great deal more tools and
appliances than in the past, and this equipment seems to be on the in-
crease, which makes it almost impossible for any member of the fire ser-
vice to remember them all.

"Also, modern fire apparatus today is built along enclosed lines
with many compartments, which also adds to the confusion and difficulty
of locating various items of equipment.

"Our Department has adopted a way that we feel will overcome this
problem. In all our apparatus, it being of the cab type, we install in
the cab a cabinet directory, listing the various pieces of equipment on
the vehicle. The cabinets or compartments are numbered for identifica-
tion purposes. In the event that a member of the Lepartment not assign-
ed to that particular piece of apparatus wishes to obtain any particular
facility, he goes directly to the cab and finds out the location of the
particular item, from the directory. It's a time-and-trouble-saver.

"T would also suggest that smaller communities and volunteer de-
partments might in their specifications for new apparatus specify that
compartments should be numbered and a tool and appliance inventory dir-
lectory container be placed in each cab."

LESSON IN QUICK-SAND RESCUE WORK

Quick-sand is a hazard found in many different leocalities in our
County. The knowledge of how to handle the situation may be the differ-
ence between life and death for any local Fire Officer called upon to
rescue an individual.

Early in 1954 the need for quick work on the part of a Fire Depart-
ment to save a well digger from death, when in to his waist in quick-
sand, became necessary. The man hung onto a cable hanging from a wind-
lass at the top of the hole, but workmen trying to pull him free had to
give up. The quick-sand's grip was too powerful, and they feared the
well digger's body would be torn in two if more force from that direc-
tion was used.

The local Fire Chief arrived with a pumper. He immediately lowered
a hose down to the well digger and told khim to shove the nozzle into the
quick-sand and hang on. The water was turned on full blast, sald to
have been about 200 pounds pressure. The guick-sand churned. In about
a minute, men at the top of the hole were able to pull the man free.

Remembering such experiences as this one might again be put to use
in some part of our County, and we hope save another life.

ASHVILLE FIREMEN PLAN BENEFIT

Chief Bowen advises that his Department is planning a benefit par-
ty for Fireman Vance Butts who was critically injured last May 6th in
\an automobile accident on Route 20, Fireman Butts has suffered amputa-
tion of one leg to date, and his condition is very serious at Jamestown
General Hospital. Since no fire activity was involved, no compensation
is forthcoming, and Chief Bowen requests your support of the benefit.

Your Citizens Will Appreciate a Well Equipped Fire Department
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A LOOK AT OUR RADIO LOGS

Few members of the Fire Service have had an opportunity to examine
the radio log used by the Control Center dispatchers. ©Since it is es-
sential that all of us be familiar with these logs, we are enclosing a
blank copy for your information. All data appearing on the log sheet
is required by the Federal Communications Commission, and each log is
kept on file at the Control Center for at least one year.

It should be noted that one of the required entrys is the '"lMiobile
Operator's Name". This, the dispatchers tell us, is the most difficult
information to obtain because most Officers and firemen neglect to
identify themselves at the beginning of a series of transmissions or
messages. Usually the dispatcher on duty has to use valuable air time
by asking, "Who is the operator?"

n many occasions the radio logs have supplied pertinent facts to
fire insurance interests, County Fire Officers and your Radio Technician.
Also from the logs, the Communications Coordinator compiles his monthly
and annual alarm reports, coples of which are forewarded to the State
Bureau of Fire for statistical study.

NEVER LET IT BE SAID

Erie County - On June 7th the Buffalo Courier Express carried this
front page article: _

w "Illegal use of a new Erie County mobile radio transmitter has been
assalilled in a strongly worded letter to all volunteer firemen in the
county, it was disclosed yesterday.

"The letter, dated last Friday, was signed by Harold R. becker,
county fire coordinator, who said he had requested an investigation of
the incident by federal authorities.

"In the letter, Becker said an unidentified person broadcast 'fil-
thy language' over the system from the vicinity of East Aurora on May
16 at 7:10 in the evening.

"He said the person was unfit to be a volunteer fireman and that
he should be expelled from further fire service and prosecuted.

"The letter asked that the person who made the alleged broadcast
report to Becker's office 'before he is apprehended by investigators!'."

Chautaugua County - On June 2lst at 8:41 P.M. a Fire Department
mobile radio operator located in the Second Battalion was overheard us-
ing considerable profane language on the air. The Fire Service has
"lived" with its fine radio network for about six years now, and this
first instance of apparent indiscretion startles us a bit.

We trust that our communications system will not again be placed
in jeopardy by infringement of F.C.C. rules and regulations.

NEWS OF INTEREST

The Silver Creek Fire Department has placed in service a new 1,700
gallon tanker constructed on a Mack chassis. Two portable pumps will
be carried on the rig; one semi-permanently mounted and one readily
portable for filling the large tank. County Number of the unit is
Tanker 15.

Fredonia Truck 1l now has a mobile radio: another Department com-
pPletely equipped with radio.

Chief Samuelson of Gerry announces that all firemen and auxiliary
zﬁitstig Eniform will be admitted free of charge to the Rodeo on Friday,
ugus st.
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IN SERVICE MAINTENANCE OF APPARATUS

The practice of "in service" maintenance of fire apparatus has
long been recognized as a sound and effective way to obtain a maximum
of dependability and hours of effective operation without shutdown.
Such maintenance practice not only decreases the hours of "out of
service!" per year, but actual repair and replacement cost over a period
of years is substantially reduced. This has been proven many times by
Fire Departments who have established such a program in this County.

"In service" maintenance means checking, adjusting and correcting
such items as may be handled in the fire station, when this maintenance
will not require taking the apparatus out of service, nor affect its
ability to respond to an alarm.

There must be an assignment of certain responsibilities if the
system is to work effectively. There must be cooperation between the
drivers and the mechanic, or Officer if no master mechanic is employed.

The driver(s) should be responsible for checking daily, or after
each run, the following items: Radiator water level, motor oil level,
oil in primer pump tank, batteries for charge condition and water level,
tires for proper air pressure and for cuts or bruises, water or oil
leaks observed while in operation, booster tank water level, and the

yamount of gasoline.

In most Departments it is alseo the responsibility of the driver to
see that any partially or completely discharged extinguishers are re-
charged, used gas mask cannisters replaced, and that all ladders or
pike poles that have been used are inspected for any evidence of damage.
The driver should always report the malfunctioning of the brake system,
steering, ease of starting, lights, warning devices, windshield wipers,
clutch, pump, and pressure control devices.

Firemen assigned as drivers, or pump operators, are fully capable
and qualified to carry out the duties described here. It is a matter
of departmental administration to have these duties clarified if the
maintenance program is to be effective. This applies equally to volun-
teer and paid departments. Posting such a list of maintenance duties
in each fire station will serve as a reminder to those who operate the
apparatus. Remember, "in service" maintenance pays.

A WORD OF THANWNKS TO ALL
The radio test procedure which began last kay 3rd has proven very
successful from the point of view of saving time yet adequately testing
all radio facilities. All Departments have cooperated fully, and al-
though there have been a few "rough" spots when we forgot about the test
or our receiver just wouldn't work, we are really proud of the results.
Dick Lovejoy has cultivated a "Motorola ulcer" from the problems
that occur in the selective calling system, namely; over one hundred
service calls, replacement of 128 tubes, and making many adjustments.
. However, the kinks are straightening out and we thank you for being so
patient. Already the system has proven itself and helped save property.

COUNTY FIRE SERVICE GETS PUBLICITY

Early this year the Sarasota, Florida News carried a two column,
front page article about the success of Mutual Aid in Chautauqua County.
Many Departments were mentioned by name including our Warren County
brothers who so often lend us a hand, Maybe we'vwe started something!
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CHIEF TOWNSEND LEAVES STATE FIRE BUREAU

Chief B. Richter Townsend who for six years has headed the State
Bureau of Fire Mobilization and Control at Albany resigned from this
post to accept an equally important position as general manager of the
International Association of Fire Chiefs. The Chief will assume his
new duties this month prior to the International convention at Omaha,
Nebraska on September 19th.

"Rick!" Townsend earned nation-wide recognition in his organization
and direction of our State fire training and mutual sid programs. To-
cay New York citizens enjoy the finest and best organized Fire Service
Jn the world, and no other state has so fine a blueprint for concerted
ection in the event of natural or man-made disaster.

We lose a great man whose friendship we have always cherished and
honorecd. A true fireman from the start, Chief Townsend will forever be
remembered by the Chautauqua County Fire Service for his deep interest
and guidance in our many problems. We hope you will think of us often,
"Rick", and from all of us best wishes and congratulations!

SHADES OF "FLAMING DLATH"

The week of July 17-23 makes us wonder if history doesn't repeat
itself along the Pennsylvania Railroad between Summerdale and Brocton.
We refer to the story "Race with Flaming Death" which we enclosed with
'the March lst issue of this paper; the only difference being steam in-
stead of diesel locomotives were the source of ignition.

During the week thirty odd grass fires threatening woods and farm
lands did considerable damage to railroad property and kept hundreds of
firemen busy for long hours. The State Conservation Department went
all out with assistance, and even called in their locomotive inspector
from Albany. We thank ﬁangers Button and Hodges for their untiring co-
operation, and we appreciate the use of Sheriff McCloskey's facilities,
all of which greatly alded in bringing the fires under control.

NEW FIRE FILMS AVAILABLE

The Federation of Mutual Fire Insurance Companies in Chicago, Ill-
inois, is offering a film on how to teach fire safety to children, on a
free-loan basis to fire departments. Entitled "Too Young to Burn," the
film has a running time of 27 minutes, sound full color, and is of 16
mm size.

Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, Inc. has announced the release of
a new educational film "The Fireman." This 16 mm film documents a day
in the life of a young fireman, and brings to the screen vividly the
exciting and dangerous occupation of fighting fires. Alse in color,
the 11 minute motion picture describes modern training methods and
practice sessions that keep fire fighters alert and always ready for
any emergency.

~GUIDES FOR FILL IN COMPANIES

We note that Chief Officers are neglecting to provide guides for
i1l in" companies at their headquarters. This procedure is especilally
important in the cities of Dunkirk and Jamestown and at Chautauqua In-
stitution where many streets or extra hazardous locations exist. A
neighboring company will be of little value to you without direction.
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TRAINING ACTIVITY REPORTED

Donald A. Sales, County Training Coordinator, has submitted a pre-
liminary Fire School report covering the »eriod April throuvgh August.
the figures presented iniicete a slight d+op in etcendance yet course
registrations were more coasistent orer the previous year. It should
be noted that one Advancea Ccurse has been posimruned and will be re-
scheduled this Fall, otherwise the following table is complete:-

COURSE REGISTERED GRADUATES

Basic 104 86 or 83%
Intermediate 68 67 or 98%
Advanced 45 44 or 98%

Single Company Operations 66 48 or 73%

It is, perhaps, significant that Intermediate and Advanced atten-
dance remained at 98% tbroughout indicating not only 2 desire to learn,
but sincere interest. Again we thanik all members of the Fire Service
for their continued support of the training program,

HOSE POOL ESTABLISEED

In the July 1lst issue we discussed the set up of reserve hose

' pools for the benefit of all Departments. The first suchk pool has been

established at the Lakewood Fire Eeadguarters, and it will principally
serve companies in the Third and Fourth Battalions. The location of a
similar hose pool for First and Second Battalion companies is currently
awaiting approval of the County Fire Chiel's Association.

Pocl hose will be available on a &4 hour basis, the couplings will
be painted a distinguishing color, and each Department borrowing hose
is responsible for cleaning and drying it before returning it to the
proper pool., Present available hose at Laxewcod totals 900 feet, and
donations of one or two lengths of 2% inch hose will be appreciated.

It is hoped that from 1,000 to 1,200 feet can be maintained at both of
the pool locations, thus providing an averzge Ingine company reload.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK PLANNING

Now is the time to start planning for Fire Prevention Week which,
this year, runs from October 9th through the 15th. Literature, posters,
inspection blanks, etc. may be obtained at ncminal cost from the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association, 60 Batterymarch Street, Boston 10,
ilassachusetts. The deadline for ordering your materials is September
22nd, so don't delay and make this the best Prevention campaign ever.

If you wish assistaznce in planning your week, contact Chief Lloyd
Johnson of Frewsburg or Chief Fletcher K. Ward of Bemus Point.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS _
Latest count shows that 93 mobile radios are operating in the
' County Fire Service Radio Communication System, and 32 selective call,
station house receivers have been installed.
, The Paul Dudgeon benefit fund reached a total of $2,589.21 and was
turned over to Paul the early part of August at W.C.A. Hospital.
Enclosed is an up to date apparatus inventory for your information-
Please report any discrepancies to your Battalion or County CcordinatoT-
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THOUGHTS .ON FIRE PREVENTION

Last year approximately 11,000 persons, more than half of them wo-
men and children, lost their lives in fires and the nation suffered a
property damage loss of about a million dollars a day. Somewhere in
the United States a dwelling fire ocours every minute and a half on the
average. Once every 50 minutes some person is burned to death in a
fire that could ‘have been prevented.

These are the cold statistics we are fighting, with instruction,
as well as with jpumper and ladder. Fire Prevention Week offers every-
one an opportunity to Join in the war against firel

To obtain maximum effectiveness the Fire Prevention Week program
should be developed in such a way as to:

l. Reveal the cost of the fire waste, both local and national, in
lives and dollars. .

2. Educate the public in the fundamental causes of fire.

3. Show what each individual can do to reduce the danger of fire,
and what the community as a whole can do to reduce its fire loss.

4, Provide as far as possible both the incentive and the opportun-
ity for individual and community action,

In connection with this last item, it should be emphasized that
agitation for a program which will result in a permanent improvement
appropriate to leocal conditions is, perhaps, the most important part of
‘Fire Prevention Week. Unless some lasting and definite plan 1s drawn
up and initiated, fire prevention will soon be forgotten after Fire Pre-
vention Week has passed. The most effective results from the overall
community point of view are obtained by making Fire Prevention Week the
starting point for a continuous pregram extending throughout the ycar.

COUNTY TO HAVE DEFENSE TEST

A State directed Civil Defense test exercise has been scheduled
for Chautauqua County on November 18 and 19, a Friday and Saturday. As
is customary with the State Civil Defense Commission, General Huebner
and his entire field staff will be present to witness various phases of
the test. Practical as well as theoretical prcblems are being planned.

The County Fire Service will, of course, participate fully in the
exercise, and detailed plans are now being prepared by your Coordinator
in conjunction with the other services and C.D. Director Robert Tanner.

NEWS AROUND THE COUNTY
The Falconer Village Board has approved funds for the purchase of
a one and one quarter ton International chassis upon which will be con-
structed a new emergency rig replacing the 1240 Buick now in service.
Instructors Burr and Spute are planning to attend the Seventh An-
nual State Fire Instructors Conference at Buffalo beginning October 9th.
Silver Creek f'iremen have assumed the responsibility of maintaining
ambulance service for their community and have acquired a former local-
1y owned vehicle which will have County Number M-11. The Ford emergency
truck has been donated to Forestville and is reassigned County Ne. M-14.
Much credit goes to the Ellery Center Fire Department, now planning
the purchase of a new truck and making great strides under Chief Benson.

Definition of a Jitter Bug:- "A fireman baving a wife, a girl friend,
and a note at the bank, all a month overduel"
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DEFENSE TEST DATE CHANGED

We regret, dear reader, to have misinformed you in the October 1lst
issue of The Booster Line by announcing that a State directed Civil De-
fense test exercise has been scheduled for Chautaugua County on Novem-
ber 18 and 19, The dates have been changed to October 7 and 8,

As frequently befalls the editor of a periodical, a reported time
or event will suddenly change leaving said editeor in a most embarassing
situation. Why even the world famous New York Times recently printed
an article about a supposedly living European celebrity only to discov-
er the next day that he had pasSed away two weeks before. But our only
cxcuse is that we had already gone to press by the time we received
notification from the State on the change in dates,

Be this as it may, we are now faced with a difficult problem only
one week away which requires much planning work on the part of your
County Fire Officers. Frequent meetings are being held between repre-
sentatives of the State and local officials and between local C.D. Dir-
ectors and the Fire Service to finally solve the problem as presented
by the New York State Civil Defense Commission.

FIRE SERVICE PARTICIPATION

The Fire Service practical participation will take place on Friday,
October 7th, and all Departments in the County will take part in some
phase of the defense test. Problems to be worked out on paper at the
Fire Control Center and at various Field Operational Headquarters will
be handled after the actual demonstrations on Friday.

No advanced notice of the exact time or details of your participa-
tion will be issued. This is to be a true defense test, and in keeping
with Fire Service tradition of always being ready, preliminary briefing
is unnecessary. We do remind you, however, to exercise care at all
times, drive the apparatus within reasonable speed limits and firemen
responding must wear protective clothing (coats, boots and helmets).

THE PROBLEM PRESENTED
The problem as presented by the State Civil Defense Commission is
as follows:

"On the evening of October 7 a jet bomber, nationality unknown,
damaged in an air battle over the City of Buffalo is rapidly leosing
altitude and heading in the direction of the City of Jamestown. In
order to lighten the load, a single atomic bomb is jettisoned north-
east of the City of Jamestown. The plane then continues on its flight
and crashes somewhere in the State of Pennsylvania.

"The size of the bomb is 8X (equivalent to 160,000 tons of TNT).
It 1s identified as an air burst over the Marlin Pockwell ball bear-
ing plant near the Village of Falconer.

"eether conditions at the time of the explosion are a seasonal
temperature with a northeast wind at 20 miles per hour".

No information is given as to the altitude of the burst, but we
will assume an average complete devastation of one mile radius from
"ground zero", the Marlin Rockwell plant. The Fire Service may not be
able to approach the fire storm in some areas in less than two miles
from ground zero. - )
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FIREFIGHTER STATISTICS ARE COMPILED

The average U.S. city of more than 10,000 population employs 1.3l
firemen for every 1,000 inhabitants and pays them better than it used
to. In 1854 the median annual entrance salary of firemen ranged from a
high of $3,950 in cities of more than 500,000 to $3,300 for cities be-
tween 10,000 and 25,000. This compares with 1950 salaries of §3,077
and $2,496 in these population groups.

These statistics were compiled by the International City Managers'!
Association for the 1955 Municipal Year Book. They show that the aver-
age minimum and maximum salarles of firemen have risen in all U.S.
cities of more than 10,000 population.,

Firemen have worked an average of 72 hours a week in all cities of
more than 10,000 population since 1947. Currently, the Association
said, a fireman's work-week ranges from 60 hours in cities of more than
500,000 to 72 hours for cities from 10,000 to 25,000. A total of 87
cities cut the work-week last year.

STATE FIRE ADVISOEY BOARD REMOVED

A Republican Assemblyman has accused Safety Director Michael H.
Prendergast of "dictatorship, cheap politics and gross discourtesy!" in
notifying the 17 member Fire Advisory Board it had ceased to function.
Assemblyman Charles A. Cusick of Cayuga County contended that Prender-
gast had no legal authority to fire State officers.

The unsalaried Board was appointed during the Republican adminis-
tration of former Governor Dewey. On August 16th Prendergast sent let-
ters to the members stating that the Board had ceased to function as of
January 1, 1955 and asked that they return their credentials.

Prendergast, who is also Democratic State Chairman, said the let-
ters were sent because Governor Harriman's Administration was in the
process of choosing a new Board. The Governor has not announced the
appointment of new members.

Cusick, vice chairman of the Joint Legislative Committee on Fire
Laws, called the action an "opening wedge by the Harriman Administratior
to inject spoils politics" into the State's paid and volunteer fire
system. He added that the move "leads to the inescapable conclusion
that the Harriman Administration will attempt to throw the paid and
volunteer fire service into politics and make 1t an arm of his politica.
machine."

Jamestown's former Fire Chief, Rudolph H. Swanson, was Chairman of
the State Fire Advisory Board having been appointed in January 1949,

DID YOU KNOW THAT
A recent court case has pointed out the liability of individual

members of an unincorporated firemen's organization.

Under the laws of the State of New York an unincorporated associa-
tion has been construed to be an organization composed of a body of
persons united without a charter for the prosecution of some common en-
terprise. It is not a legal entity separate from the persons who com-
pose it and the liability in any suit against such an organization is
that of the individual members as individuals.

All fire companies or departments should incorporate under the
Membership Corporations Law, There are still two local Departments
that are unincorporated and gssuming the risk of individual's liability.
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70 STUDY FIRST AID TRAINING

Officers and firemen from several Departments have asked the Ad-
visory Board to study the feasibility of establishing a countywide
First aid training program. To survey the matter a committee, headed
by Jack Washington of Cassadaga, has been appointed to meet with the
local Red Cross chapters, qualified First Aid Instructors and represen-
tatives of the County Fire Service.

At the committee's initial meeting, it was disclosed that approxi-
mately half of the Departments in the County have sponsored First Aid
training classes for their membership. Most of these classes, however,
were held several years ago, thus indicating the need for both new and
refresher courses at this time.

The committee's study also revealed that the regular Red Cross
First Aid course may be readily adapted to meet the needs of the Fire
Service with specific emphasis placed upon the more common aspects of
emergency treatments encountered by firemen. The Standard Course of 18
hours was adjudged to be most desirable, but firemen wishing to learn
the subject in more detail could enroll in the 12 hour Advanced Course.

Your opinions and suggestions are solicited by the Advisory Board
and your Coordinators. Please do help us decide this important issue.

DISPATCHER ENLISTS IN ARMY

Albert, L. Wilson, volunteer dispatcher at the Control Center, has
enlisted in the U.S. Army and will leave the first part of this month
for induction. We will always remember "Bud" Wilson for his expert
handling of many Tuesday night radio tests and for his patience with us
when we forgot or fouled up in procedure.

Bud Wilson's interest in the Fire Service Radio Communications Sys-
tem is unparalleled, and we sincerely regret that he has to leave us.
The very best wishes to you, Bud, and thanks for helping us so much so
often. Write us when you can and we will reciprocate on frequency!

STATION HOUSE RECEIVER MAINTENANCE

The selective call, station house receivers are an important part
of your fire alarm system and frequent checking is recommended for ut-
most dependability.

The position of the squelch control knob which regulates the "rush-
ing" noise should be noted, if it is necessary to turn the knob more
than 45 degrees from its original threshold setting to silence this
noise, you should notify our radio technician. Also the quality of the
squelch noise should be noted, and if it does not have a high pitched
rushing sound an immediate report must be made to the Control Center or
Dick Love joy.

At least once each week it is recommended that the 110 volt line
plug (power supply cord) be disconnected five or six times. This will
allow the 110 volt AC to 6 volt DC change-over relays to operate.

Since these relays are designed to work with a wiping action to clean
'the contact points and prevent corrosion, such action will insure de-
pendable automatic switching in the event of a power failure.

Our technician, Dick Lovejoy, lives at 21 Euclid Avenue, James-
town, N.Y., and his telephone number is Jamestown 90-366.

Please Post Me Near Your Station House Receiver
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GREATER SAFLTY WITH SAFETY BELTS

In an attempt to do something about the terrible loss of life in-
volved in the process of responding to a fire, the Chicago Fire Depart-
ment is installing safety belts on all of its cars and trucks to curb
injuries and death among firemen,

Fourteen hundred of these safety devices are to be installed in
the Chicago department's £75 cars, ambulances and fire trucks. Tach
Truck Company is to have three belts, for tillermen, driver and officer.
It is hoped that some perfecting in the belt design can be achieved for
those firemen riding the side of the Trucks.

In Chautauqua County we are fortunate in having an inventor and
producer of safety belts. Firemen William J. Paulson of Maple Springs
has developed the "Guardian-Angel" belt which is described in the en-
closed literature. We trust you will give some thought to greater
safety and consult with Fireman Paulson for installing belts in your
own automobile and fire apparatus.

NOTED BY OUER REPORTLRS

The East Dunkirk Fire Department is presently rebuilding a 1845
Dodge "Power Wagon! into a grass and brush fire truck. When complete
the unit will have a 280 gallcn booster tank, a portable pump and num-
erous appliances for grass fire control. County Number will be N-15.

Chief Norman Becker of Chautauqua now has a mobile radio installed
in his personal car, Jhen in need of a dark green Cadillac call Car 57.

Cassadaga firemen have purchased a 1946 Cadillac ambulance which
they intend to convert into an emergency rig to carry miscellaneous
equipment such as a resuscitator, first aid items and small fire fight-
ing tools. County Number of this new unit will be l-16.

Beveral Departments recently took advantage of the offer of Feder-
al matching funds and have deposited sufficient monies with the County
Treasurer to purchase fourteen additional mobile radios and six walkie-
talkie units. Approximately $5,400 has been collected.

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM SAID CANADA'S FIKST

From the Quarterly Eulletin published by the Fire kMarshall's Cf-
fice of the Province of Cntario, Canada, we reprint the following story:

"An excited Waterloo county farmer will shout 'fire! into a rural
telephone sometime ne..t month and most of the world's firemen will be
listening. What they hear will be possible because of z county mutual
fire aid project nearing completion this week in Kitchener and five
other communities. The project is a two-way radio system linking the
centres with a control headquarters at the Kitchener fire department,.
A sparkplug behind this new idea in better fire protection, Chief Fut-
nam of Xitchener said that the heart of the aid plan is radio communi-
cations. !'There is nothing better,!' he said. 'It is so instantaneous.:

"Chief Putnam hasz been appointed by the province as county fire
co-ordinator for Waterloo. Orders-in-council have been passed permit-
ting the free exchange of fire fighting equipment among the participa-
ting communities. Two-way radios have been set up in every fire truck
and each department has a radio-activated signal controlled by push
button from the Kitchener control centre.™

We are proud to know tnat more and more counties are adopting our
now famous, tried and proven Lkutual Ald Plan of the State of New York.
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"SPELLING OUT"™ FIREGROUND COMMAND

Command functions at major fires in many ways resemble the command
functions in military operations, Many important details must be taken
care ol almost simultaneously, and it is necessary to have definite
procedures spelled out to see that nothing important is overlooked in
the rush and excitement of an emergency operation.

On the fireground there are always enough new and special problems
to fully occupy the attention of commanding officers. Good organiza-
tion will assure the completion of those important "routine" tasks
which are essential for success.

Various Departments have their own fireground procedures worked
out to meet local conditions and average fires, but few have prepared
olans for major.emergencies that usually require lMutual Aid. Ve need
to give more thought to providing a command position, or command cer,
not only for handling communications with your fire headquarters and
the Control Center, but to provide special information, records and
plans which may be needed at any large scale fireground operation.

Detailed pre-planning of fire attack for all major buildings in
your area is important, and all special plans should be carried in wrii-
ten form on all apparatus. When aid is needed, be specific in your re-
gquest to the Control Center, and have a guide or junior officer direct

. incoming companies. The Chief Officer in command rust always stay near
" bhis command post except to make brief surveys of the fire area; your
white coat is meant to be seen, not to be gotten dirty working inside.

WE'RE STILL HOWLING _

Last February we cautioned you about transmitting from a mobile
unit within hearing range of a station house receiver and causing a
nfeed back" or high pitched howl. You need but listen to a Tuesday
night radio test to realize how much howling is going on, particularly
now that the weather is cooler and we don't like to get our trucks
chilled (they might catch cold).

If you prefer to use your radio indoors, then please shut off the
speaker on your station house receiver wuile testing. This is done by
placing the toggle switch located on the front control panel in the off
position until the test is completed; such a position of the switch
will not interfere with the alarm system test as the switch controls
the speaker only. Another way to overcome the howl is to turn the vol-
ume control kmob down, but not off, on the station house receiver.

HOLIDAY PRECAUTIONS ESSENTIAL TO SAFETY

The Christmas tree and holiday decorations are, according to the
National Board of Fire Underwriters, potential fire hazards and caution
should be taken in their selection, placement in the home, and mainten-
ance. In selecting a Christmas tree, choose a small one, and keep it
outdoors until a few days before setting it up. During that time occa-
sionally throw water over it to keep it moist and fresh.

-, Wihen you bring the tree inside, cut the butt slantwise to open the
pores, then stand it in a tub of water. Be wary of chemicals or other
substances sold for "fire-proofing!" trees.

Never use untreated paper ornaments or untreated cotton batting or
gauze for decoration, and use only electric lights, never candles.
Let's be sure and have a safe holiday season throughout the County:



THE

Raymond H, Hughes BOOSTER Willis R, Wilson
County Coerdinator LINE Chairman, Advisory Board
JoTome 68 Official Pubiication of the December 15, 1955

Chautaugua County Fire Advisory Board

FIREKANIC NEWS AND.CHATTER

The County Training Coordinator has announced that Radio Procedure
Schools will be available again to all Fire Departments immediately af-
ter the first of the year, Chief Officers wishing to have classes at
their own headquarters are requested to contact Donald A. fales for as-
signment of a date and time. Each course requires three hours time and
attendance should be limited to fifteen firemen.

The Lakewood Heose Pool continues to grow with recent donations of
100 feet of 2% inch hose from Fluvanna and a like amount from Lakewood.
Your contribution of one or two lengths of hose will be appreciated;
remember it's for the good of all Departments in the County. The north
end pool will be established shortly and donations are badly needed.

Fire Police training usually scheduled for late Fall has been post-
poned until March or April., Similar training will be offered next year
with some advanced subjects at two convenient locations.

Plans for the microwave relay radio station have been altered, and
it is now deemed advisable to install the 60 watt transmitter on or
near State owned lands zslong the Gerry-Ellington road. This decision
is the result of lengthy study and experimentation by your technicilan
and County Fire Officers. The Radio Specifications Committee of the
Advisory Board has held frequent meetings preparatory to bidding the
twelve thousand dollar system which will also give us auxiliary power.

REPLACEMENT OF FIRE APPARATUS

It is essential that every Fire Department have sufficient appara-
"tus in service to protect the community properly, and that apparatus be
of adequate capacity, in good condition and dependable. The problem
often arises as to when apparatus should be replaced.

In general apparatus 15 to 20 years old should be considered for
replacement. Municipal officials should institute a program that would
allow for the purchase of new apparatus, as that in service reaches the
age for replacement. Number of miles traveled and hours of pumping do
not normally provide a basis for determining the need for replacement,
but there are other factors which limit the effective and economical
life making replacement desirable.

Important considerations are, obsolescence due to inadequate brak-
ing, slow pick-up and acceleration resulting in a tendency not to slow
up at intersections, inadequate protection of driver and men, structur-
ally weakened chassis due to overloading, and inability of pump to meet
rated capacity. Some of the above features increase the danger to
citizens and firemen due to increased chance of accidents. Furthermore,
old apparatus becomes increasingly difficult or impossible to maintain,

Each community should have suificient reserve apparatus readily
available to permit replacement of apparatus out of service due to ac-
cident or overhauling. Smaller communities should have at least one
reserve piece and large municipalities should provide reserve apparatus
on the basis of one reserve rig for each eight in service, The utility
value of replaced apparatus is usually much in excess of any resale or
‘turn-in consideration; keep it in reserve!

The Advisory Board, Fire Coordinators and Firemen of Chautaugua County
wish you a very
MEREY CHRISTMAS



